Canadian Disc Dog Association

Hosting a Sanctioned Trial

Answers to Common Questions

     Running a CDDA sanctioned Disc Dog Trial can be fun and painless. The key is to be as organized as possible and to get as many things done ahead of time as possible. Remember above all to smile and keep your sense of humour.

     Below are questions and answers to points that you may be wondering about.  If you have further questions that are not answered in this package or need clarification please do not hesitate to contact the CDDA at www.canadiandiscdogs.com or 519-938-9479
Who Can Host a Sanctioned Trial?

Any club, individual or group of individuals may host a CDDA sanctioned trial.

Who Can Judge a CDDA Sanctioned Trial?

Only CDDA sanctioned judges may judge the official events (RPT, Single Disc, Freestyle and Furthest Catch) non-official events may be judged by anyone that the host deems suitable.  A list of CDDA Sanctioned  Judges can be found on the CDDA website.
Can more than one trial be hosted in the same day?

Yes, a maximum of two consecutive trials may be hosted in one day if both trials allow unlimited entries.

Must all Official Classes be offered at all trials?

Sometimes it is not possible to offer furthest catch due to indoor restrictions or green length/obstruction.  Otherwise, all official classes should be offered at all trials.

What are Non-Official events?

These are events that are added to the trial for fun.  Events such as throwing accuracy, retrieving discs from a pile of toys or any other event the organizers dream up.  When designing a non-official event be sure to keep safety in mind.

Must Non-Official Classes be offered?

No, non-official classes are completely at the host’s discretion.  

Can trials be held in the winter?

The Canadian winter poses several problems for the sport of disc dog.  Icy, frozen or snowy ground is not safe for playing disc dog.  The cold weather makes the regular plastic discs brittle.  Very cold weather also can pose health hazards for some dogs.  Throwing discs with cold hands or gloves is not ideal.  For winter disc dog enthusiasts we recommend indoor trials.

Can trials be held indoors?

Ideally disc dog is an outdoor summer sport, however, indoor trials can help extend our short Canadian disc dog season.  It is important to find a large enough venue with proper footing.  The footing must provide both grip and cushioning to make sure it is safe for the dogs.

Can a trial be split over two days?

Yes, it is possible to hold some classes on one day and others on the next day. It is also possible to have one round on one day and the second round on the next day, but a class cannot be split (i.e. you cannot run half the novice exhibitors on Saturday and the rest on Sunday).  If you are planning to host a trial like this please make sure that your judge understands the format of the trial.
Can “winter discs” be used at trials?

Yes, however they cannot be used in the furthest catch class and they must be on the approved list. The list can be found on the website canadiandiscdogs.com
Can the Host or other Volunteers run dogs in the Trial?

Yes.  But they need to make sure that they are ready to run on time to prevent delays while they get their dogs ready.  
Can the Judge compete in official events at a trial he/she is officiating at?
The judge cannot compete for placing, rosettes or prizes.  The judge can compete for points and qualifying legs if there is another sanctioned judge available to judge their performance.  The entry fee for the judge is to be decided by the host club or may be waived, as the host deems appropriate. The judge may only compete with one dog in each official class. The judge may not compete in freestyle.
Can the Judge compete in non-official events at a trial?

Yes.  The judge can compete for placings, rosettes or prizes in non-official events if he/she is not judging that event.  The judge can only enter “for exhibition only” in a non-official event that he/she is judging. 

Can people apply for a CDDA competition number at the time that they enter a trial?

No, all dogs must have a CDDA competition number before entering a trial. 
If someone has not yet applied for a CDDA competition number should they write pending on their registration?

No.  Only registered dogs can compete.
Who can enter a CDDA Sanctioned Trial?
Only dogs with a CDDA competition number and registered junior handlers may compete. 
Can a dog without a CDDA number or a junior handler who is not registered compete for exhibition only (FEO)?

No
Do junior handlers need to be registered with the CDDA?
Yes.
Can several junior handlers compete with the same dog?

Yes. Several junior handlers can run the same dog. The dog must not run back to back. It is at the judge’s discretion how many juniors can compete with the same dog. If a judge feels the dog is getting tired or over worked then they can recommend another dog be used, let the dog rest or prevent the dog from competing any more. 
Can a junior run a different dog in the second round?

No

Can a junior run a dog that is already competing as part of another CDDA team in another class?

Yes

Can a junior compete with the novice class with a dog that has already earned a BDD or ADD?

Yes.

What types of rosettes or prizes can be awarded at a Trial?

All teams that earn a qualifying score in the Single Disc (Mini, Novice & Advanced), and Freestyle will receive a flat qualifying ribbon.  These ribbons are provided to the judge by the CDDA, and the judge will provide them to the host of the trial.  Ribbons for furthest catch (Bronze, Silver, Gold) are supplied to the judge by CDDA. Rosettes or equivalent should be awarded for first to third place finishers in all single disc, freestyle, and furthest catch classes.  These rosettes are to be provided by the host of the event and may be as large as the host wishes.  The winners of the non-official events should also receive rosettes and/or prizes.  Prizes are at the discretion of the host of the event.  CDDA does not recommend that large prizes or large cash sums be used as prizes (no prizes or cash over $100 are allowed)

In the junior handler division all participants must receive recognition (ribbons, certificate etc.) and/or a prize.  
Title rosettes are recommended, but not required.
Who supplies the official competition discs?

The host of the sanctioned trial must supply each competitor in the Single Disc event (including juniors) with an approved disc.  These discs can be purchased from any supplier (there are links to suppliers on the CDDA website).  It is a good idea to have lots of extras on hand as exhibitors or spectators may wish to purchase additional official discs. 

How much should we charge for entry fees?

The host club sets their own fees for the events.  Keep in mind that you need to recover the cost of the disc in the single disc event, the $1 per entry fee that is payable to CDDA, the cost of the rosettes, prizes, volunteer gifts, judge’s fees including travel and accommodation and any other equipment that you may have had to buy or rent (washrooms, generators, green fees etc...)

What role can sponsors play?

It is a good idea to get sponsors if you can.  They can donate merchandise for raffles or prizes.  They can also defray the costs of purchasing rosettes etc.  Any business that the host thinks is appropriate may be approached.

How can we advertise our Event?

Any way that you want that is legal and in reasonably good taste!  Flyers at other dog events such as agility and flyball are one way.  Postings on dog web sites or disc dog pages may be helpful.  Word of mouth is always a great way to spread the news.  Direct mailings to disc enthusiasts, Facebook, groups, lists, and websites etc. are recommended. Posters at pet food and supply stores, dog parks, vets, can help.  Promos on TV, radio or the newspapers are great (try Breakfast TV, local news stations and local newspapers) they usually love this type of story.  If you are sending in a story to a local paper be sure to include a couple of good quality interesting pictures.  As soon as your trial is sanctioned it will be posted on the CDDA website.

How Long before Qualifiers receive their Certificates?

Teams that have earned a title or a qualifying RPT will generally have their certificates mailed to them in 4 to 6 weeks after CDDA receiving the documentation from the host club (please note that clubs have 2 weeks to submit their results).  Qualifying legs will be acknowledged at the trial with a ribbon and will not be sent any further acknowledgement from CDDA until they have earned a title.  Competitors cannot earn qualifying legs until they have earned the prerequisite titles (RPT for BDD, BDD for ADD or the equivalent titles in the mini-division). Competitors should be encouraged to pick up and keep the pink copies of their score sheets so that they can keep track of their points and legs. Competitors can check their points and legs by looking up their CDDA number on the website.  Competitors can contact the CDDA with their competition number with any questions regarding their points and legs.
How do we get a CDDA Sanctioned Judge?

A list of sanctioned judges is available on the CDDA website.  The host can select any judge that they wish.  The host must contact the judge and the judge must accept the assignment before a trial will receive CDDA sanctioning.  It is customary but not required to provide the judge with some small gift in appreciation.

Can we give the judge a ‘thank you’ gift or free entries?
All judges must be paid their judge’s fee by cash or cheque. Judges may not accept gifts or services in lieu of the judge’s fee. A judge may accept free entries or gifts in addition to their judge’s fee from the host only (not from competitors). 

How many Volunteers do we need to run a Trial?

You can never have too many helpers!  The day of the trial you will need people for the following:

Registration

Judge’s assistant (scribe)
2nd Scribe for Freestyle – to count catches

Announcer (recommended) or someone to run the sound system

Gate person 

Ring steward to post scores and running orders

Gopher

Director

Timer

Raffle ticket sellers (if you have a raffle)

As well as people to help set up and clean up after the trial

Additionally you may need people to direct people where to park and crate etc.

If your judge was flown in you will need someone to drive the judge back and forth and arrange for meals etc.

Before the trial you will need people to help:

Get sponsors

Arrange for a judge (and accommodations if needed)

Advertise

Get equipment

Arrange for a suitable location

Receive registrations/treasurer

Design and order rosettes

Arrange raffle (if you are having one)

Update website/answer questions

After the trial you will need someone to:

Submit all documentation and fees to CDDA

Send thank-yous to sponsors

Make sure all leased/borrowed equipment is returned
